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Director 
National Institute on Minority Health and Health 

Disparities (NIMHD) 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

Since its inception in 2001, Dr. Ruffin, a 

visionary in the field of minority health and 

health disparities, has directed the federal 

NIMHD/its predecessor, the National Center on 

Minority Health and Health Disparities.  

 

Presently, NIMHD has a budget of approximately 

$276 million. In addition, he provides leadership 

for the minority health and health disparities 

research activities of NIH.  NIMHD functions to 

promote minority health and ultimately eliminate 

health disparities.    

The Summit Goal is to diffuse, dissipate, and 

disperse black male health disparities, just like a 

prism that diffuses white light into its variously 

colored components. 

 

Consistently, the Summit Objectives are to 
build the capacity of health care professionals, 

educators, and community leaders to refract the 

(1) historical stigmatization, (2) housing 

inequalities, (3) family disruptions, (4) 

educational disparities, (5) environmental 

toxins, and. (6) legal and social justice 

inequalities that form the substrates for such health 

disparities, through (7) appropriate education 

and research, and, (8) health policy changes.  

 

Moreover, the Summit endeavors to elucidate 

specific mental and physical black male health 

disparities.                 



 

 

 
Shahid Ali, M.D., Assistant Professor and 

Addiction Psychiatrist, Department of Psychiatry and 

Behavioral Sciences, Meharry Medical College, is the 

Director of Addiction Medicine at the Elam Mental 
Health Center. 

Shirley R. Brown, Ph.D., Associate Professor 

and Academic Discipline Coordinator of Sociology, 

Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee, has a repertoire 

of peer-reviewed writings on (1) environmental justice, 

housing, racism, and health disparities, and, (2) 

strategies to eradicate community injustices. 

Derek M. Griffith, Ph.D., Associate 

Professor, Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, 

College of Arts and Science, and, the Center for 

Medicine, Health, and Society, Nashville, Tennessee, 

has an extensive research background in the social 

determinants of black male health disparities and 

policy, and, men’s health. 

Stephen McLeod-Bryant, M.D., 
Professor, Vice-Chair, and Psychiatrist, 

Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 

and the Elam Mental Health Center, Meharry 

Medical College, is a specialist in Adult 

Psychiatry. 

 

Reavis L. Mitchell, Jr., Ph.D., Dean of the 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences, and, renowned 

Professor of History, Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee, 

has written hundreds of historical monographs in journals, 

magazines and newspapers pertaining to facets of the 

African American Experience.  

Jeffery Menzise, Ph.D., is a Licensed School 

Psychologist and author of Dumbin’ Down: Reflections on the 

Mis-Education of the Negro (2012). He is also a Research 

Associate at the Morgan State University Institute for Urban 

Research, Baltimore, Maryland. 

 
William D.  Richie, M.D., FAPA, Assistant 

Professor and Forensic Psychiatrist, Department of Psychiatry 

and Behavioral Sciences, Meharry Medical College, is the 

Director of the Department’s Division of Forensic Psychiatry. 

Duane T. Smoot, M.D., FACP, FACG, 

FAGA, Professor and Chair, Department of Internal 

Medicine, Meharry Medical College, is the Chief of Medicine, 

Gastroenterology, Nashville General Hospital, Nashville, TN. 

He has conducted National Institute of Cancer-funded research. 

 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND ONLINE REGISTRATION: 

http://www.eventzilla.net/web/event?EventID=2138989475 

 

SUMMIT FACULTY and OVERVIEW 

Friday, May 3, 2013 
 

7:30—8:15 a.m. – Registration, Exhibits, Continental Breakfast 

8:15—9:00 a.m. – Welcome and Introductions 

9:00—10:00 a.m. –The Historical Significance of Black Male Stigmatization 

10:00—10:15 a.m. – B R E A K 

10:15—11:15 a.m. – Health Disparities in Male Cancers 

10:15a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  KEYNOTE ADDRESS –Federal Research Initiatives to   

              Ameliorate Black Male Health Disparities 

12:15—12:45 p.m. – B R E A K 

12:45—2:00 p.m. -- Elam Mental Health Center 52nd Anniversary Celebratory Luncheon 

2:00—3:00 p.m. – PANEL:  Black Male Health Disparity Dispersion in Progress at the Elam Center 

3:00—4:00 p.m. – Early Detection of Illicit Drug Use in Teenagers 

4:00—5:00 p.m. – Family and Housing Ecology Factors in Black Male Health Disparities 

5:00—5:30 p.m. – Closing Remarks, Insights, and Directions: Day #1 
 

Saturday, May 4, 2013 
 

8:00—8:45 a.m. – Registration, Exhibits, Continental Breakfast 

8:45—9:00 a.m. – Welcome 

9:00—10:00 a.m.—To Know Better is to DO Better 

10:00—10:30 a.m.—B R E A K 

10:30—11:30 a.m.—Black Male Health Disparities and Health Policy Change 

11:30—1:00 p.m.—LUNCH, Black Male Opiate Addiction Reduction 

1:00—2:00 p.m.—Black Men in America—Lives in Danger 

2:00—3:00 p.m.—The Law and Forensic Psychiatry in Black Male Health Disparities 

3:00—3:30 p.m. – Symposium Outcomes 

 

MAIL/FAX EARLY REGISTRATION (Deadline: Registration must be received by Friday, April 26, 2013) 

 

NAME:_________________________________    ADDRESS:  ___________________________City________State____Zip Code__________ 

 

PHONE NUMBER:_______________________    E-MAIL ADDRESS: _________________ PROFESSION/AFFILIATION_____________ 

 

REGISTRATION FOR 2-DAY SUMMIT (encircle price)            NOTE:  All Patrons will be acknowledged in the Summit Program. 
 
Early, Full Registration, CMEs       $100.00                  Late, Full Registration, CMEs     $150.00                   Symposium & Lunches, No CMES  $35.00 

 

Non-Profit Patron (Includes one registration.) $250.00                             For-Profit Patron (Includes one registration and small exhibit table.)  $500.00 

 

VENDOR-PATRON (Includes large exhibit table and three registrations.)  $1,000.00 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Payment Method:     MAIL CHECK or CREDIT CARD INFORMATION TO:        Ms. Teresa Russell, Fiscal Officer 

Check: _____    Visa: _____ MasterCard: _____  Discover: _____                              Department of Psychiatry 

                      Meharry Medical College 

Card Number: _________________________________________3-Digit Security Number: ________               Nashville, TN 37208 

                    FAX: 615-327-5661 

Expiration Date: ____________    Signature: ______________________________________               PHONE: 615-327-6483 

Make checks payable to Meharry Medical College.       Please DO NOT enclose cash.   Amount of enclosed check: ___________ 
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